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IM THE CLAIMS 

Please amend claim 9 and cancel claims 8. 10, 11. 17. and 20 as follows: 

1. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) A retrieval method for searching for a 
second character element string including a designated second character element from 
a first character element string Including a first character element obtained by 
respectively character-recognizing each character of a character string, comprising: 

selecting a thirtl character element from a predetemiined third character 
elements with which a distance relevant to a similarity with the second character 

element is predetemiined; 

wherein the third character element is selected when the distance with the 
character element of the designated second character element string is within a 
predetermined range with respect to a reference distance that Is an acceptable value of 
the predetemiined distance based on a reliability when character-recognizing the first 

character element and, 

determining that the first character element matches the second character 
element when the selected third character element matches the first character element. 

2. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) A retrieval method according to claim 1, 
wherein for the first character element, a reliability of character recognition is 

predetermined, and 

a first predetermined reference distance is determined based on the 

reliability. 

3. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) A retrieval method according to claim 2. 
wherein the predetermined first reference distance is determined based on user input. 
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4. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) A retrieval method according to claim 2, 

further comprising the steps of: 

changing the first predetermined reference distance to a second reference 

distance; 

comparing the distance with the second reference distance; and 
determining vi/hether the second character element matches the first 

character element based on a result of the comparison of the distance with the second 

reference distance. 

5. (ORIGINAL) A retrieval method according to claim 1 , wherein a plurality of 
distances relevant to the similarity between the first character element and the second 
character element are predetennined between the first character element and the 
second character element, and 

one distance selected from the plurality of distances is used as the distance. 

6. (ORIGINAL) A retrieval method according to claim 5, wherein the one of 
the plurality of distances is determined based on user input. 

7. (ORIGINAL) A retrieval method according to claim 1 , wherein the distance 
has a probabilistic distribution. 

8. (CANCELED). 
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9. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A retrieval method accord i ng to claim 8, 

comprising tt K) stops of : 

for a specific character element of tlie plurality of character elements of a first 
charactar element string, a plurality of char a cter elements having the possibility of being 
concatenated with the specific character elem ent are predetermined, 

the retrieval method comp rising the steps of: 

rieterminlna whether a character element string obta ined bv concatenating the. 
specific character element of the plurality of charac ter elements with one character 
element of the plurality of character elements, the on e character element being different 
from the specific character element, matches at l east a oart of the second pharacter 
element string: 

selecting one character element from the plurality of character elements having 
the possibility of being concatenated with the specific character element: and 

determining whether a character element string obtained by con(:atenating the 
specific character element with the selected character element matches at least a part 
of the second character element string. 

10. (CANCELED). 

11. (CANCELED). 

1 2. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) A retrieval method comprising the steps of: 
obtaining a probability that a search result matches a second character 

element string, based on the number of the second character elements, which is a 
searching keyword, included in the second character element string, and a number of 
the second character elements, which is a character recognition result including errors, 
matching con-esponding first character elements out of the second character elements 
Included In the second character element string and; 

determining the correctness of the search result based on the probability. 
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13. (ORIGINAL) A retrieval method according to claim 12, wherein a distance 
relevant to a similarity between the first character element and the second character 
element is predetermined between the second character element and the 
corresponding first character element, and 

the retrieval method further comprising the steps of: 

comparing the distance with a predetemnlned reference distance; and 

detennining whether the second character elernent matches the 

corresponding first character element based on a result of the comparison of the 

distance with the predetermined reference distance. 

14. (ORIGINAL) A retrieval method according to claim 13. further comprising 
the step of: 

for a second character element out of the at least one second character 
element Included In the second character element string, said second character element 
not matching a corresponding first character element Included 'in the first character 
element string, after resetting a predetermined reference distance, determining whether 
said second character element matches the corresponding first character element using 
the reset predetermined reference distance. 

15. (ORIGINAL) A retrieval method according to claim 12, further comprising 
the step of; 

dividing the second character element string into a plurality of character 
element portions. 

16. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) A retrieval device for searching for a 
second character element string including a designated second character element from 
a first character element string including a first character element obtained by 
respectively character-recognizing each character of a character string, comprising; 

means for selecting a third character element from a predetermined third 
character elements with which a distance relevant to a similarity with the second 
character element is predetermined; 

Pages of 9 

1799926.1 

PAGE 6110 * RCVD AT 3122006 1 1:21:37 AM [Eastern Standard Time] • SVR:USPTO^ FXRF-2/22 * DNIS:2738300 * CSID:602 382 6070 * DURATION (min-ss):02-40 



MPR 02 200G 09:25 FR SNELL UILMER PHX 2 602 382 6070 TO 915712738300 



P 



wherein the third character element is selected when the distance with the 
character element of the designated second character element string Is within a 
predetermined range with respect to a reference distance that is an acceptable value of 
the predetermined distance based on a reliability when character-recognizing the first 

character clement and, 

means for detemiining that the first character element matches the second 
character element when the selected third character element matches the first character 
element. 

17. (CANCELED). 

18. (ORIGINAL) A retrieval device for searching a first character element 
string obtained by subjecting a character string to character recognition for a second 
character element string, 

wherein the first character element string includes at least one first 
character element and the second character element string includes at least one 
second character element, 

the retrieval device comprising; 

means for obtaining a probability that a search result matches the second 
character element string, based on the number of the second character elements 
included in the second character element string, and a number of the second character 
elements matching the con-esponding first character elements out of the second 
character elements included in the second character element string; and 

means for determining the correctness of the search result based on the 

probability. 

19. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) A computer readable recording medium in 
which a program for causing a computer to execute a retrieval process for searching for 
a second character element string Including a designated second character element 
from a first character element string including a first character element obtained by 
respectively character-recognizing each character of a character string, comprising; 
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selecting a third character element from a predetermined third character 
elements with which a distance relevant to a similarity with the second character 
element is predetermined; 

wherein the third character element is selected when the distance with the 
character element of the designated second character element string is wrthin a 
predetemiined range with respect to a reference distance that is an acceptable value of 
the predetemiined distance based on a reliability when character-recognizing the first 

character element and, 

determining that the first character element matches the second character 
element when the selected third character element matches the first character element. 



20. (CANCELED). 

21. (ORIGINAL) A computer readable recording medium in which a program 
for causing a computer to execute a retrieval process for searching a first character 
element string obtained by subjecting a character string to character recognition for a 
second character element string is recorded, 

wherein the first character element string includes at least one first 
character element and the second character element string Includes at least one 
second character element, 

the retrieval process comprising the steps of: 

obtaining a probability that a search result matches the second character 
element string, based on the number of the second character elements included in the 
second character element string, and a number of the second character elements 
matching the con^sponding first character elements out of the second character 
elements included in the second character element string; and 

detemnining the corectness of the search result based on the probability. 
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